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The Executive Secretariat of ALCO that has the responsibility to 

monitor performance along the corridor as part of activities for the 

implementation of the ALTTFP and the Memorandum of 

Understanding signed in 2007 embarked on an advocacy mission in 

the five countries along the corridor which involved meeting senior 

officials in charge of security matters towards reducing barriers that 

are detrimental to the development of our sub-region. 

During the advocacy mission in Cote d’Ivoire, the Executive 

Secretary respectively held working sessions with several 

Authorities, notably: 

- General Edouard TIAPE KASSARATE, Senior Commander 

of the Gendarmerie of Cote d’Ivoire and his staff; 
 

- General BREDOU, Inspector General of the National Police 

of Cote d’Ivoire, and his close staff. 

Two weeks after this advocacy mission, a Cabinet Meeting held on 

8 June, 2011, chaired by His Excellency Allassane Ouattara, 

President of the Republic of Cote d’Ivoire deliberated on issues on 

its agenda, among them, the drive against extortion and dismantling 

of unlawful road checkpoints. This proposal was presented by the 

Minister of State in the Ministry of Interior, Mr Hamed Bakayoko 

and comprised the following measures: 

- the dismantling of illegal checkpoints; 
 

- the regrouping and re-integration of all military men in barracks 

with an obligation for all their heads to live in barracks and the 

provision of food and medical care for all military personnel 

regrouped in barracks. It was recalled that on 22 April, 2011, in an 

address to generals and to commandants of tactical troops, the Head 

of State had declared that the military troops that had contributed to 

the liberation of the country were combatant troops and not peace-

keeping troops. On this occasion, he had ordered that all military 

troops should return to their barracks and initial base. He had also 

ordered that the policemen and gendarmes be deployed respectively 

to the police stations and to the gendarmerie brigades. These last 

ones have the mission of ensuring the protection and free 

movement of persons and goods; 
 

- maintaining of five (5) checkpoints on the existing corridors; 
 

- creation of 3 corridors to boost economic activities, starting from 

the Abidjan Port Authority to the north (GESCO), to Anyama  and 

to the east (Bassam road); 

 

Checking of vehicles transporting goods on these axes will 

henceforth be carried out only within the port premises. This 

decentralized system of checking will subsequently, in its 

second phase, be extended to motor parks, in order to avoid 

indiscriminate checking along the roads; 

- putting in place of two (2) fixed checkpoints and two (2) 

mobile checkpoints in the northern and southern zones of 

Abidjan; 

 

 
 

- within the country, limiting the number of checkpoints to 33 

and publishing the effective list of these ones; 
 

- a special  Inspection Brigade shall be put in place to identify 

and decide on penalties against free flow of traffic; 
 

- a public complaint center shall be put in place for distressed 

persons, this center shall be run by telephone counselors who 

shall be able to speak French and at least one local language; 
 

- alongside with the implementation of measures presented 

above, a national security plan comprising the use of 

information technology, notably, video surveillance shall be 

studied and launched; 
 

- a unit for fight extortion will equally be put in place, it shall 

comprise men drawn from the National Police and the 

Republican Forces of Côte d’Ivoire (former FAFN, former 

FANCI and the Gendarmerie). This unit shall comprise 350 

men drawn from all armed forces and the police.  
 

The Government is fully conscious of the security situation 

that is still fragile in some areas of the Abidjan District and 

would like to reassure the populations that it would leave no 

stone unturned in order to reduce insecurity incidents to the 

barest, as well as obstacles to the free movement. 
 

This is a good example of trade and transport facilitation! 

 

  

TO PUT A STOP TO UNLAWFUL  CHE CKPOINTS AND EXTORT ION ON THE  ABIDJAN -LAGOS  CORRIDOR  

IVORIAN GOVERNMENT DE CLARES WAR ON ROAD CHECK POINTS AND 

EXTORTION  
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